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foreign relations mainly rested from 1653 to 1659, fully recog-
nized how their objectives varied with the times. In one of the
accounts of foreign affairs during the protectorate, which he
drew up after the Restoration, he remarked that, although it
was commonly said the interest of England was always the same
in reference to other nations and remained unaffected by a
change of government, experience proved the contrary.1 Cer-
tainly there are many striking alterations in English foreign
policy during 1603-60 and equally remarkable fluctuations in
contemporary views of what constituted the true interests of
England,
1 Somers Tracts, vi. 329.